




























groundless are not included; while those committedbyjuveniles are in­
cluded in the same manner as those committed by adults regardless of 
pr,osecutive action. 

There was an increase of five percent in the number of monthly 
reports submitted during 1955 over those submitted during 1954. !Vbnth­
ly reports of Part I offenses were received from 161 sheriffs' offices 
and police departments during 1954 and from 169 authorities in 1955. 
During the past year 97. 7 percent of Minnesota's population was rep-
resented in the returns suhmit.ted. Sheriffs are requested to report 
only those offenses which occur in places under 2,500 and in rural 
areas in their jurisdiction; while police clepartments report crimes 
occurring in their munidpalities, even though a case may have been 
handled by the sheriff. This is done in order to avoid duplication. 

Not all Part I crimes occurring in Minnesota during 1954 and 1955 
are accounted for in table 19 because 9.6 percent of the contributors 
were delinquent in reporting in 1954 and 5.1 percent were delinquent 
in 1955. Therefore, an est.irrate was made of crimes committed. in the 
delinquent areas by applying the known offenses in Uible 20 to the 
population of the respective delinquent areas that did not submit 
twelve crime reports. Bureau records of offenses for the delinquent 
areas were used if they exceeded the estimates. Estimates for contri­
butors in rural areas totaled 260 offenses in 1954 and 108 in 1955 and 
tho~e for urban areas totaled 295 offenses in 1954 and 130 in 1955. 
The 555 estimated offenses in 1954 comprise only 1. 9 percent of the 
total 28,661 offenses, while the 238 estimated offenses in 1955 com­
prise only 0.9 percent of the 27,593 total. 

The total volume of crime in Minnesota during 1955 decreased 
1,068 offenses, or -3.7 percent, with urban areas registering 884 less 
offenses, or -3.6 percent, and rural areas 184 less offenses, or -4.2 
percent, than those recorded for 1954. ·crimes against property (rob­
bery, burglary, larceny, and auto theft) decreased -3.7 percent, while 
crimes against persons (murder, manslaughter, rape, and aggravated 
assault) decreased -6.4 percent. 

Considerable decreases were recorded for robbery (-24.1 percent) 
and aggravated assault (-16.2 percent). Percent of increase and de­
crease for Part I offenses in urban and rural areas occurring in 1955 
are compared with 1954 in the following table. 
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TABLE 17. CRIME TRENDS BY OFFENSE 

Offenses Number of offenses Percent 
1955 1954 change 

ALL OFFENSES 
Total 27.1593 28,661 - a. 7 

Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 28 28 21. 7 
Manslaughter by negligence 76 79 - 3. 8 
Rape 185 182 1.6 
Robbery 580 764 -24.1 
Aggravated assault 197 235 -16. 2 
Burglary 7 • 164 7.532 - 4. 9 
Larceny--$50 and over 3. 581 3.599 - 0,5 
Larceny---under $50 13. 041 13. 678 - 4. 7 
Auto theft 2.741 2, 1'69 6.7 

URBAN OFFENSES 
Total 231400 241284 - 3. 6 

Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 18 8 I 2Fl.O 
Manslaughter by negligence 63 65 - 3. 1 
Rape 99 105 - 5, 7 
Robbery 533 711 -25. 0 
Aggravated assault 151 184 -17. 9 
Burglary 5.463 5.798 - 5. 8 
Larceny--$50 and over 2.739 2. 727 o. 4 
Larceny--under $50 11, 9 21 12, 418 - 4. 0 
Auto theft 2.413 2.268 6, 4 

RURAL OFFENSES 
Total 4, 193 4,377 - 4 2 

Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 10 1n -33.3 
Manslaughter by negligence 18 14 - 7. 1 
Rape 86 77 11. 7 
Robbery 47 53 -11. 3 
Aggravated assault 46 51 - 9, 8 
:Burglary 1. 701 1.734 - 1.9 
Larceny--$50 and over 842 872 - 3. 4 
Larceny--under $50 1. 120 1. 260 -11. 1 
Auto theft 328 301 9, 0 

Offenses known to the police, compiled on a statewide basis since 
1936, are shown by year in table 18. Thero was an increase of 70. 8 
percent in the number of crimes reported in 1954 over those reported in 
1936 and a steady increase since 1944, the year during which the least 
num?er of P~rt I offenses were reported. During the past ten-year 
per~od the increase amounted to 117. 8 percent. During the past bi­
ennium (1954 and 1955) crime increased 13.7 percent when compared with 
1952 and 1953. The greatest increase (38.4 percent) occurred for of­
fenses of manslaughter. 

Major crimes in Minnesota increased 41.8 percent during 1955 as 
compared with 1950, while the population in Minnesota is estimated to 
have increased 4 percent since 1950. From tbis it can be noted that 
crime is increasing at an alarming rate when compared with the increase 
in population. 

Murder offenses were at their lowest during 1954 and manslaughter 
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CHART 5 

CRIME TREND-MINNESOTA 

PERCENT CHANGE 
1954-1955 OVER 1952-1953 
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by negligence offenses were at their highest. A marked increase 1S 

noted each.year since 1944 for both burglary and larceny offenses. 

TABLE 18. CRIME TRENDS1, 1936-1955 

Mans. Aggr. Burglary Larceny Auto 
Year Total Murder by neg. Rape Robbery 

Assault theft 

1936 16, 784 38 31 101 788 274 4,778 7,203 3,571 
1937 17~ 075 35 10 73 661 . 180 4,000 8,843 3,273 
1938 19,341 33 29 127 648 175 4, 20·3 10,984 3, 142· 
1939 20,166 54 27 156 649 207 4,665 11, 582 2,826 
1940 19,575 35 61 208 416 210 4,967 11, 473 2,205 

1941 18,992 46 53 287 313 191 4,497 11, 445 2,210 
1942 16, 507 36 63 168 271 187 3, 665 10, 887 1,735 
1943 13,,932 38 46 174 194 126 3, 112 8, 595 1,647 
1944 13, 158 33 62 138 174 142 3,052 7,986 1, 571 
1945 14, 961 30 58 124 284 150 3,333 8,703 2,279 

1946 17,129 36 55 152 337 195 3,866 10, 228 2,260 
1947 17, 130 25 42 158 420 191 3,861 10,189 2,244 
1948 19,274 39 48 177 469 172 4, 514 12,030 1,815 
1949 19, 214 23 48 148 495 158 4, 399 11, 946 1,997 
1950 19, 458 30 42 199 448 130 4,491 12,245 1,873 

1951 20,966 30 35 148 418 103 4,708 13, 291 2, 233 
1952 23,337 23 47 171 496 152 5,514 14, 582 2, 352 
1953 2 6, 139 34 65 222 618 206 6,472 lfi, 698 2,824 
1954 28,661 23 79 182 7 64 235 7, 532 17,277 2,569 
1955 27, 1)93 28 76 185 580 197 7, 164 16, 622 2,741 

10ffenses in piaces not reporting 11.Xi;re estimated beginning in 19~2. Prior 
to that time, Bureau records of crime in delinquent areas W9re used. 

- 9,i -

A total of 28,106 offenses were reported by sheriffs and police 
departments during 1954 and 27,355 offenses were reported for 1955. 
The number of Part I offenses occurring each month are listed in table 
19. It is quite general that the frequency at which crimes are com­
mitted against the perso~ becomes greater as the days grow warmer, 
except in the case of manslaughter by negligence. Bad driving condi­
tions tend to increase the manslaughter by negligence offenses, because 
this charge is concerned mainly with automobile fatalities. Hence 
they occur most frequently during the winter months. Property crimes 
show great seasonal variations with all offenses occurring most fre­
quently in the warm months. A difference of 53 percent fewer offenses 
is noted for larceny between those occurring in January 1954 (796 
offenses) and those occurring in October 1954 (1,692 offenses), and 
twice as many larceny offenses (1,759) were committed-in June 1955 as 
were committed in February 1955 (881). For all offenses, the least 
number (1,598) was reported in January 1954 and the greatest number 
(2,695) was reported in October 1954 showing a seasonal variation of 
41 percent. During 1955 the least number of offenses (1,643) was re­
corded in February and the greatest number (2,697) was recorded in 
October. This is a seasonal variation of 39.1 percent. 

TABLE 19. MONTHLY VARIATION OF PART OFFENSES1, 1952 - 1955 

Month 1955 1954 1953 1952 

Total 27,355 28,106 25,725 22,596 
January 1,735 1,598 1,578 1, 383 
February 1,643 2,054 1,593 1, 382 
March 2,070 2,810 1, 951 1,459 
April 2,491 2,282 2,288 1,894 
May 2,378 2,599 2, 257 2,075 
June 2, 614 2,511 2,257 2, 189 
Jul'y 2,580 2,534 2, 172 2,264 
August 2,594 2,622 2,472 2, 114 
September 2,450 2,485 2,435 2,091 
October 2,697 2,695 2, 591 2,079 
November 2,093 2,294 2, 342 1,902 
December 2,010 2, 122 1, 794 1,764 

1Estimated offenses for delinquent areas are excluded. 

The actual number of offenses reported bylaw enforcement officers 
together with the rate per 100,000 inhabitants is shown in table 20. 
The total crime rate for 1954 was 993.5 Part I offenses for each 
100,000 inhabitants or ten off~nses per 1,000 persons, and during 1955 
the crime rate was 938.6 offenses for each 100,000 inhabitants or nine 
offenses per 1,000 persons. 
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Even though crime decreased -3.7 percent for all Part I offenses 
during 1955 when compared with i954 in Minnesota, the crime rates are 
still below the National rates for both urban and rural areas in all 
offenses except manslaughter by negligence in urban areas. The man­
slaughter by negligence. for the United States is 3.4 offenses for 
100,000 inhabitants, while Minnesota recorded 4.0 offenses. Burglary, 
larceny, and auto theft rates in urban areas in Minnesota are quite· 
similar to those recorded for the United States. The rural rates for 
these three crimes in Minnesota is considerably less than those re­
corded for the United States. Aggravated assault rates in Minnesota 
showed the greatest variance when compared with the National rate. 

TABLE 21. MINNESOTA AND NATIONAL CRIME RATES 
PER 100,000 INHABITANTS1 compared by offense, 1955 

Urban Rural 
Of.fense Minnesdta National Minnesota 

rate2 

Total 

Offenses against persons 
Murder 
Manslaughter by negligence 
Rape 
Aggravated assault 

Offenses against property 
Robbery 
Burglary 
Larceny 
Auto theft 

rate 

1,471.3 

20~8 

1.1 
4.0 
6.2 
9.5 

1,450.5 
33.6 

343.2 
922.0 
151. 7 

1Based on 1950 decenniaL census. 

rate 

1,831.8 306.4 
105.6 11. 4 

4.7 0.8 
3.4 1.0 

13.2 6.2 
84. 3 3.4 

1,726.2 295.0 
60. 6 3.4 

423.0 124. 3 
1,047.7 143.3 

194.9 24.0 

Nat ion al 
rate2 

699.3 

60 .2 

5.0 
5.5 

13.2 
36.5 

639 .1 
17.4 

230. 3 
328.6 

6.2.8 

2
"Uniform Crime Reports", VoL. XXVI, No. 2, F'.B.I., Washington D.a., pages 
92 and 96. 

Although 53.9 percent of the 1950 population for the State of 
Minnesota is classified as urban, 84.8 percent of the crimes committed 
in 1955 occurred in urban areas. This is, no doubt, due to the fact 
that metropolitan areas offer greater opportunities to individuals 
with criminal inclinations. Dividing the urban crime rate by the 
rural crime rate it is noted that the urban crime rate is almost five 
times greater than that in rural sections. Urban crime rates for of­
fenses agajnst property exceed rural rates by almost five to one and 
offenses against the person are greater by the rate of 1.8 to one. 
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Offense 

Total 

Offenses against persons 
Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter 
Manslaughter by negligence 
Rape 
Aggrava~ed assault 

Offenses against property 
Robbery 
Burglary 
Larceny 
Auto theft 

Ratio of urban to 
rural crime rate 

4.8 

1.8 
7f:1 

4.0 

2.8 
(.9 

""T.9 
2.7 
4.3 
6.3 

The number of offenses cleared by arrest is shown in table 22. 
Of the 27,355 offenses recorded during 1955, 7,765 (or 28.4 percent) 
were cleared by arrest; and during 1954, of 28,106 offenses recorded, 
7,508 (or 26. 7 percent) were cleared by arrest. , The clearance rate for 
sheriffs (37.3 percent) was higher than the rate for chiefs of police 
(25.9 percent) during the past biennium. Crimes against the person 
were cleared at the rate of 82.5 percent during 1954 and 80.6 percent 
during 1955, while crimes against property show a clearance of 25.7 
percent in 1954 and 27.4 p~rcent in 1955. 

TABLE 22. CRIMES
1 

CLEARED BY ARREST: 195~ and 195.6 

1955 
Offenses Offenses Offen~es cleared 

known Number Percent 

ALL OFFENSES 
Total ~2~7,=3~5~5;===::::::!:::::;;~= 

Murder, nonneg. mansL 28 
7. 765 

24 
Manslaughter by neg. 76 
Rape 181 
Robbery 577 
Aggravated assault 1~5 
Burglary 7,086 
Larceny--$50 and over 3,544 
Larceny--Under $50 12,949 
Auto theft 2,719 

68 
149 
189 
146 

1, 674 
738 

3,351 
1,426 

URBAN OFFENSES 
Total ~2~3,~2~7~0 __ ..;..L...=.:;.,.;;;.__ 

Murder, nonneg. mansl. 18 
6,235 

15 
Manslaughter by neg. 63 
Rape 98 
Robbery 531 
Aggravated assault 150 
Burglary 5,429 
Larceny--$50 and over 2,720 

. Larceny--Under $50 ll, 862 
Auto theft 2,399 

RURAL OFFENSES 
Total 

Murder, nonneg. mansl. 
Manslaughter by neg. 
Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary 
Larceny--$50 and over 
Larceny--Under $50 
Auto theft 

4,085 
10 
13 
83 
46 
45 

1, 657 
824 

1,087 
320 

54 
70 

165 
109 

1, 165 
492 

2,944 
1,221 

1,530 
9 

14 
79 
24 
37 

509 
246 
407 
205 

28,4 
85.7 
89. 5 
82. 3 
32.8 
74.9 
23. 6 
20.8 
25.9 
52.4 

26.8 
83.3 
85.7 
71.4 
31.1 
72.7 
21.4 
18.1 
24.8 
50.9 

37.4 
90.0 

107.7 
95.2 
52·.2 
82.2 
so·. 7 
29.9 
37.4 
64,1 

1954 
Offenses Offenses cleared 

kndwn Number Percent 

28,106 7 508 26 7 
22 19 86. 4 
77 70 90. 9 

175 146 83.4 
758 245 32. 3 
230 181 78.7 

7,346 1,849 25.2 
3,510 700 19.9 

13,470 3,370 25.0 
2,518 928 36.8 

23,989 6,000 25.0 
8 8 100.0 

65 58 89.2 
103 79 76.7 
708 218 30,8 
182 143 78.6 

5,720 1,394 24.4 
2,683 452 16.8 

12,284 2,867 23.3 
2,236 781 34l9 

4,117 1,508 36.6 
14 11 78.6 
12 12 100. 0 
72 67 93.1 
50 27 54.0 
48 38 79.2 

1, 626 455 28.0 
827 248 30.0 

1,186 503 42.4 
282 147 52,1 

1 
Esti'mated offenses for de iinquent areas are exc Luded. 
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CHART 6 

OFFENSES CLEARED BY ARREST 
THOUSANDS OF PART I OFFENSES AND CLEARANCES REPORTED BY YEAR 
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Police protection in Minnesota c1t1es is less than the National 
average in every population_group as shown in the following tabulation: 

Minnesota National 1 

Total, all cities 
Group I (250,000 or over) 
Group II (100,000 to 250,000) 
Group III (50,000 to 100,000) 

1.3 
1. 3 
1.3 

Group IV (25,000 to 50,000) 1.3 
Group V (10,000 to 25,000) 1. 2 
Group VI (2,500 to 10,000) 1.2 

2.4 
.1.8 
1. 7 
1.6 
1.5 
1.4 

111 UniformOrime Reports", VoL XXV, No. 1, F'.B.I. 
Washington, D. C., pag_e 23. Figures as of A,PriL 30, 1955. 

rThere were 1. 3 police employees for each 1;000 urban inhabitan.ts 
(1950 census) in contrast to the National figure of 1.9 employees per 
1,000 inhabitants. Actually one police officer was responsible for the 
protection of the lives and property of 799persons in Minnesota 
cities having a population of 2,500 or more in the 1950 census. Var­
ied activities cause this protect~on to lessen when the following 
factors are considered: police employees generally work in three 

- 29 -



shifts, days off are taken for illness and vacatfon, and time 1s spent 
in performing administrative functions. 

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS 

Judicial criminal statistics forwarded to the Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension by the 87 Minnesota clerks of district court cover those 
defendants who are charged by indictment, information, or affidavit 
with a criminal offense and whose case was disposed of by the district 
court during a calendar year. A system of reporting detailed inform­
ation is maintained whereby "report of filing" and "disposition" cards 
are received for ea~h defendant. 

Individual case cards were received for 3,876 defendants during 
the past biennium--1,825 being received in 1955 and 2,051 during 1954. 
This is an increase of 234 persons or 6.4 percent more than the 3,642 
records received for 1952-1953. 

Of these 3,876 defendants, 3,242 or 84 percent were charged with 
major offenses; 2,952 or 91 percent of the 3,242 defendants charged 
with major offenses were convicted and sentenced; 851 or 28.8 percent 
of the 2,952 persons convicted and sentenced were sentenced t0 a state 
prison or reformatory, 425 or 14.4 percent were committed to the 
Youth Conservation Conmission., 1,424 or 48.2 percent were placed on 
probation or given a suspended sentence, 245 or 8.3 percent were sent 
to a local jail or were fined, and 7 persons or 0.2 percent were given 
no penalty sentences. 

Defendants plead guilty in 3,372 or 95.8 percent of the cases, 
while 149 or 4.2 percent were found guilty by jury or court. 

In 355 instances the cases were disposed of without conviction--
236 were dismissed, 108 were acquitted by a jury or the court, and 
eleven were disposed of in some other manner. 

Of the 431 persons sentenced to the Youth Conservation G>nmission, 
273 or 63.3 percent were conmitted to a reformatory by July 1, 1956. 

Commitments to an institution resulting from violation of proba­
tion or suspended sentence totaled 192, or 11.1 percent of the 1,735 
persons placed on probation during the year. 

Defendants disposed of for major crimes against property (robbery 
burglary, larceny, auto theft, embezzlement, fraud, ·stolen property 
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forgery, and counterfeiting) totaled 2,41R. 0£ these 2,418 persons, 
2,272 or 94 percent were convicted. Of the 442 persons disposed of for 
major crimes against the person (murder, man3laughter, rape, and ag­
gravated assault) 362 or 84 percent were convicted. Tables .23 through 
25 show the number of offenses disposed of, type of disposition, and 
sentence imposed on defendants taken into district court during 19~4 
and 1955. 

CHART 7 

DISTRICT COURT DISPOSITIONS 
YEARLY PICTURE IN HUNDREDS OF DEFENDANTS-ALL OFFENSES 

30...--------------------------------,30 
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25 1------------< CONVICTED _______ - - - 1-----------------, 25 
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0 

The median age for defendants disposed of for all offenses during 
1954 was 27.4 years and during 1955 it was 27.9 years. The youngest 
median ages recorded during 1954 (21.2 years) and 1955 (20.5 years) 
were for offenders convicted of auto theft. A~otal of 762 persons, or 
22.6 percent of the 3,375 defendants for whom the age was given during 
the past biennium, were under 21 years of age. Tables 26 and 27 re­
cord the age of defendants and the offense with which they were charg­
ed during 1954 and 1955. 

Offenses of larceny, which account for 17.6 percent of the total 
cases disposed of during the past two years, were most frequently 
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TABLE 23. DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF BY OFFENSE AND TYPE OF DISPOSITION, 195ij 
Disposed of without conviction Convicted 

Offense Dis- Acquitted by Mental Plea of By By Percent 
Total Total hospital Total missed Jury Court guilty jury court con-

victed 

Total 2,051 189 126 53 2 8 1,862 1,789 66 7 90.8 

Major offenses - total 1,743 157 104 43 2 8 1,586 1,519 61 6 91.0 

Murder 9 2 - 1 1 - 7 6 1 - 77.8 
Manslaughter 18 5 - 5 - - 13 9 4 - 7 2 ~ 2 
Crim. negligence, traffic 28 4 2 2 - - 24 20 4 - 85.7 
Rape 118 14 10 4 - - 104 99 5 - 88,. 1 
Robbery 102 4 - 3 - 1 98 91 6 1 96.1 
Aggravated assault 70 14 10 4 - - 56 46 9 1 80.0 
Burglary 323 17 10 6 - 1 306 298 7 1 94.7 
Larceny 397 20 14 6 - - 377 368 9 - 95 .o 
Auto theft 154 13 11 2 - - 141 136 4 1 91.6 
Embezzlement ·and fraud 1 191 17 16 1 - - 174 170 4 - 91.1 

;) 

Receiving stolen property 11 1 - 1 - - 10 10 - - 90.9 ::> 

Forgery and counterfeiting 138 4 2 2 - - 134 130 3 1 97.1 
Sex, except rape 

1

118 30 19 4 1 6 88 82 5 1 74.6 
Narcotics 8 2 2 - - - 6 6 - - 75.0 
Abortion 3 - - - - - 3 3 - - 100.0 
Arson 18 5 5 - - - 13 13 - - 72.2 
Escape 23 2 2 - - - 21 21 - - 91.3 
Other major offenses 14 3 1 2 - - 11 11 - - 78.6 

Minor offenses - total 308 32 22 10 - - 276 270 5 1 89.6 
Abandonment or desertion 115 11 11 - ·- - 104 103 - 1 90.4 
Nonsupport 20 1 1 - - - 19 19 - - 95.0 
Game laws 61 10 1 9 - - 51 49 2 - 83.6 
Liquor laws 54 4 4 - - - 50 50 - - 92.6 
Minor assault 19 1 1 - - - 18 15 3 - 94.7 
Other minor offenses 39 5 4 1 - - 34 34 - - 87.2 

1 Includes cneck frauds. 

TABLE 2~. DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF BY OFFENSE ANO T·.,;E OF DISPOSITION, 1955 

Disposed of without conviction Convicted 

Offense Dis- Acquitted by Mental Total Plea of By By Percent 
Total Total missed Jury Court hospital guilty Jury court con-

victed 

Total 1, 825 166 110 50 3 3 1, 1>fi9 1,fi83 69 7 90. 9 

Major offenses-total ,1, 499 133 87 42 2 2 1, 366· 1, 307 57 2 91.1 

Murder 4 - - - - - 4 4 - - 100.0 
Manslaughter 12 6 ,1 !'i - - 6 4 2 - 50. 0 
Crim. negligence, traffic 24 4 1 3 - - 20 14 6 - 83. 3 
Rape 80 15 11 4 - - 65 60 fi - 8).2 
Robbery 97 7 1 6 - - 90 83 7 - 92.8 
Aggravated assault 79 16 11 5 - - 63 fi7 6 - 79.7 
Burglary 29fi 13 10 3 - - 282 276 jj' - 95.6 
Larceny 284 23 14 7 2 - 261 250 11 - 91. 9 
Auto theft 1 123 4 3 1 - - 119 119 - - 96. 7 
Embezzlement and fraud 142 12 11 1 - - 130 127 3 - 91. fi 
Receiving stolen property 10 1 1 - - - 9 9 - - 90, 0 
Forgery and counterfeiting 151 10 9 - - 1 141 138 !3 - 93.4 
Sex, except rape 122 16 8 7 - 1 106 102 3 1 86.9 
Narcotics 12 - - - - - 12 10 1 1 100.0 
Abortion 4 - - - - - 4 4 - - 100.0 
Arson 12 1 1 - - - 11 9 2 - 91. 7 
Escape 28 - - - - - 28 26 2 - 100. 0 
Other major offenses 20 !j 5 - - - Hi Hi - - 7fi.0 

Minor offenses-total 326 33 23 8 1 1 293 276 12 5 89.9 

Abandonment 93 12 10 1 1 - 81 77 2 2 87. 1 
Desertion 40 4 2 1 - 1 36 36 - - 90. 0 
Nonsupport 31 - - - - - 31 29 1 1 100.0 
Game laws 34 7 3 4 - - 27 25 - 2 79. 4 
Liquor laws 57 fi 5 - - - fi2 51 1 - 91. 2 
Minor assault 3fi 2 2 - - - 33 26 7 - 94. 3 
Other minor offenses 36 3 1 2 - - 33 32 1 - 91. 6 

1Inclwles check frauds. 



TAt.LE 25. SENTFNCE OF CfFEHCANTS CG~VICTED, BY OFFEN$(, 195Q ANC 1955 

• 1,1' ]BF. 
Prison Prob. or ~I ail Fine or Other Prison Prob. or ,Jail Fine or 

Offense Total and YCC suspended or costs no Total and YCC suspended or costs 
reform. sentence wkhs. only penalty reform. sentence wkhs. only 

Total 1 6!59 37F. 207 871' l0J; 89 8 1 862 FO l'i 224 860 1Fi2 119 
Major offenses-total .1, 366 3!'i9 20fi 701 81 12 7 1, F.86 492 219 723 13? lQ 

Murder 4 4 - - - - - 7 fi 2 - -
Manslaughter 6 !'i 1 - - - - 13 8 - 4 . 

.1 

Crim. negl., traffic 20 fi 3 9 2 - - 24 7 1 12 1 3 
Rape 6fi 23 12 28 2 - - 104 31 13 !'iO !l 1 
Robbery 91) 44 27 19 - - - 98 43 34 18 " -i) 

Aggravated assault 6~ 14 8 38 3 - - fi6 23 3 2~ 4 1 
Burglary :?82 '70 71 130 9 - 2 30~ 89 62 136 16 3 
Larceny 2~1 fi 1 20 l!'i9 21' !'i 1 377 108 34- 193 3fi 7 

J Auto theft 119 2~ 37 F.0 3 - - 141 42 46 44 8 1 
Embezzlement and fraudl 130 9 1 91 27 2 - 174 18 F, 110 40 1 
Rec. stolen property 9 1 1 ·7 - - - 10 2 1 '7 -
Forgery and counterfeit. 141 fi1 10 78 - 2 - 134 61 4 6fi 4 
Sex, except rape 101' 21 4 66 8 3 4 88 33 6 40 7 2 
Narcotics 12 7 1 4 - - - 6 4 - - 2 
Abortion 4 1 - 3 - - - 3 - - 2 1 
Arson 11 3 2 6 - - - 13 2 2 9 -
Escape 28 lri 6 6 1 - - 21 14 6 - 1 
Other major offenses lfi 5 2 7 1 - - 11 2 - 8 1 

Minor offenses-total 293 16 1 1'74 24 77 1 27/i 14 Pi 137 20 100 
Abandonment 81 12 - 68 - - 1 8fi 12 4 67 2 
Desertion 36 4 - 32 - - - 19 1 - Hi 2 
Nonsupport 31 - - 26 !'i - - 19 - - 18 1 
Game laws 27 - - 1 - 26 - 51 - - 6 - 4F. 
Liquor laws !'i2 - - 18 Fi 29 - FO 1 - 8 6 3/'i 
Minor assault 33 - - 12 10 11 - 18 - - Fi 4 9 
Other minor offenses 33 - 1 17 4 11 - 34 - 1 17 Fi 11 -
1 IncLviies check fraviis. 
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TABLE 26. AGE OF DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF IN DISTRtCT COURTS SY OFFENSE, 1954 

As:e 

Offense 
17 & 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25- 30- 36- 40- 45 & Not 

Total under 29 34 89 44 over given Median1 

Total 2,051 58 154 128 87 85 74 93 74 330 241 173 130 196 234 27.4 

Major offenses-total 1,743 51 147 124 87 82 72 87 71 287 201 140 105 170 119 26.6 

Murder 9 2 - - - - - 1 - 2 1 - 1 . 2 
Manslaughter 18 - - - - - - - - 5 3 4 1 5 
Crim. negligence, tra:Uic 28 - - 1 - - - - 1 4 3 - 3 6 10 37 .5 
Rape 118 3 11 12 8 13 7 12 10 20 4 1 4 5 8 22.8 
Robbery 102 7 13 13 9 3 7 7 6 12 11 5 4 4 1 21.7 
Aggravated assault 70 - 3 - 4 5 2 1 1 17 8 8 6 10 5 29.2 
Burglary 328 12 49 31 26 21 13 15 16 66 22 21 15 12 15 22.7 
Larceny 397 7 27 27 13 19 19 20 16 67 60 29 29 39 25 27 .1 
Auto theft 154 19 28 17 10 6 8 1 8 21 12 5 8 6 5 21.2 
Embezzlement and ,raud2 191 1 - 5 2 2 3 7 6. 31 38 28 17 32 24 33.4 

., Receiving stolen property 11 - 1 1 2 1 1 2 - - 1 - - 1 1 -
~ Forgery 138 - 4 5 4 8 7 6 4 33 22 20 10 12 3 29.4 

Sex, except rape 118 - 5 6 7 1 2 4 1 10 11 17 8 28 1'8 35.9 
Narcotics 8 - - - - 2 1 - 2 1 1 - 1 
Abortion 3 - - - - - - - - - - 2 1 
Arson 18 - 1 2 1 - - 2 - 2 - 1 2 6 2 
Escape 28 - 2 3 1 8 1 2 1 5 3 - - 1 1 22.5 
Other major offenses 14 - 3 1 - - - - 1 1 1 3 1 2 1 

Minor offenses-total 308 2 7 4 - 3 2 6 3 43 40 33 25 25 115 33.3 

Abandonment or desertion 115 - - 1 - 1 - 2 2 20 22 21 18 9 19 34.8 
Nonsupport 20 - - - - - - - ..., 5 3 2 3 2 5 -
Game laws 61 - 2 1 - - 1 - - 10 5 3 - 1 38 28.5 
Liquor laws 54 - - 2 - 1 - 3 - 5 4 4 3 6 26 .83 ... 8 
Minor assault 19 1 1 - - 1 - - 1 2 - 1 - 3 9 -
Other minor offenses 89 1 4 - - - 1 1 - 1 6 2 1 4 18 32.5 

1 Nedian not ,caLc'ULated 1J.Jhen 111/!JA1£be-r of cases ms Less toon 20. 
2 IncL'Udes ct,,eck j-ra'Uds. 
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TABLE 27. AGE OF DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF IN DISTRICT COURT, BY OFFENSE, 1955 

A 
Offense Total u~~! 18 19 20 -21 22 23 24 25- 30- 35- 40- 4fi & Not l 

29 34 39 44 over given Median 
Total 1! 825 44 85 121 90 84 76 fi0 62 291 212 159 107 177 267 27.9 

Major offenses-total 1,499 42 80 116 86 78 70 45 5fi 260 179 121 85 136 146 27. 0 
Murder 4 - - - - - - - - - 1 1 - 2 
Manslaughter 12 - - 2 - - - - - 2 1 1 2 3 1 
Crim. negligence, traffic 24 - 1 1 2 - 1 2 1 4 1 2 3 3 3 28.8 
Rar 80 3 8 3 6 6 8 3 8 18 5 2 1 1 8 22.7 
Ro bery 9·7 10 6 7 6 4 8 5 5 20 14 6 1 5 - 23.6 
Aggravated assault 79 3 3 6 3 1 3 1 1 11 6 7 7 11 16 30. 0 
Burglary 295 9 25 44 27 25 17 8 8 56 13 19 14 6 24 21.3 
Larceny 284 - 10 28 16 9 11 7 6 47 42 26 23 31 28 29.4 Auto theft 123 16 16 15 6 11 5 4 9 15 9 4 fi 2 6 20.5 
Embezzlement and fraud2 142 - 1 2 1 4 1 6 2 23 31 14 11 20 26 32.9 
Receiving stolen property 10 - 1 1 - - 2 1 - 1 1 1 - 1 1 -Forgery 151 1 5 2 6 7 7 5 10 29 25 18 8 14 14 29.3 
Sex, except rape 122 - 3 3 7 6 2 2 - 25 17 13 4 29 11 32.3 
Narcotics 12 - - - 1 1 1 - - 3 5 - - 1 
Abortion 4 - - - - - - - - - - 1 '2 1 
Arson 12 - - 1 1 - - - 2 1 2 2 - - 3 
Escape 28 - 1 - 4 2 3 1 2 2 2 3 2 3 3 25. 0 
Other major offenses 20 - - 1 - 2 1 - 1 3 4 1 2 3 2 

Minor offenses-total 326 2 5 5 4 6 6 5 7 31 33 38 22 41 121 34.7 
Abandonment' 93 - - 1 - - - 2 1 14 10 21 11 13 20 36.9 
Desertion 40 - 1 - 1 - - 1 3 3 5 8 2 12 4 37.5 Nonsupport, 31 - - - - - - - - 3 5 4 fi 4 10 38.8 
Game laws \ 34 - - - - - - 1 2 4 4 1 1 1 20 30.0 Liquor laws 57 - - - 2 4 4 - - 3 2 1 - 6 35 26.7 
Minor assault 35 - - 3 1 - 1 1 1 4 4 2 2 - 16 27.5 Other minor offenses 36 2 4 1 - 2 1 - - - 3 1 1 5 16 30.0 

lMedian not calcuLated wh¢n numbe~ of cases was Less than 20. 
2Incluiies check f-rawis. 



TABLE 28. SEX OF DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF, BY OFFENSE, 195~ AND 1955 

Offense 

Total 
Criminal. homicide 
Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary 
Larceny 
Auto theft 
Embezzlement, fraud 1 
Forgery 
Sex, except rape 
Misc. major offenses 
Abandonment 
Misc. minor offenses 

1 Inc iuaes check frauils 

l.955 

Total Male_ Female 

1,825 1,785 
40 
80 
97 
79 

295 
284 
123 
142 
151 
122 

86 
93 

233 

40 
80 
95 
71 

292 
265 
121 
132 
133 
119 

74 
93 

220 

90 

2 
8 
3 

19 
2 

10 
18 

3 
12 

18 

1954 

Total Male Female 

2,051 1,961 
!55 

118 
102 

70 
328 
897 
154 
191 
18'8 
118 

77 
94 

214 

50 
118 

98 
70 

818 
871 
152 
179 
f26 
115 

70 
93 

201 

9Q 
5 

4 

!5 
26 

2 
12 
12 

3 

1 
18 

TABLE 29. RACE OF DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF, BY OFFENSE, 195~ AND 1955 

195ll Offense Total Whitel Negro Indian 
3255 

Total Whit~1 Negro Indian 

Total 
Criminal homicide 
Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary 
Larceny 
Auto theft 
Embezzlement, fraud 
Forgery 
Sex, except rape 
Misc. major offenses 
Abandonment 
Misc. minor offenses 

11nciudes Mexican. 

1, _825 
40 
80 
97 
79 

295 
284 
12·3 
142 
151 
122 
86 
93 

283 

1,658 
31 
77 
84 
65 

260 
252 
104 
140 
148 
119 

77 
85 

221 

88 
4 
8 

11 
10 

9 
24 

4 
1 
2 
3 
9 

8 

84 

5 

2 
4 

26 
8 

15 
1 
6 

8 
9 

2,051 

55 
118 
102 

70 
328 
897 
154 
191 
188 
118 

77 
94 

214 

1,832 
44 

107 
88 
44 

286 
3fi8 
130 
187 
128 
118 

66 
85 

206 

108 

4 
2 

11 
22 
18 
25 

4 
2 
5 
8 
8 
8 
1 

116 

7 
9 
8 
4 

24 
19 
20 

2 
5 
2 
3 
6 
7 

TABLE ~O. DISTRICT COURT DISPOSITIONS COMPARED 
WITH MINNESOTA POPULATION, BY COUNTY, 195~55 

County 

Total 

Hennepin 
Ramsey 
St. Louis 
84 other counties 

Population1 

(15 years & over) 
Number Percent 

2, 158, 584 

515,719 
265, 113 
152,552 

1,225. 200 

100.0 

23.9 
12.3 
7.1 

56.7 

1Based on 1950 decenniai census• 

Defendants Disposed of 
All offenses Major offenses 

· Number Percent Number Percent 

1,038 
524 
287 

2,027 

100.0 

26.8 
18.5 
7.4 

52.3 

3,242 

956 
472 
281 

1, 583 

100. 0 

29,5 
14.6 
7.1 

48.8 

- 38 -

County 

Total 
Aitkin 
Anoka 
Becker 
Beltrami 
Benton 
Big Stone 
Blue Earth 
B:rown 
Carlton 
Carve:r 
Cass 
Chippewa 
Chisago 
Clay 
Clearwater 
Cook 
Cottonwood 
Crow Wing 
Dakota 
Dodge 
Douglas 
Faribault 
Fillmore 
F:reebo:rn 
Goodhue 
Grant 
Hennepin 
Houston 
Hubbard 
Isanti 
Itasca 
Jackson 
Kanabec 
Kandiyohi 
Kittson 
.Koochiching 
Lac qui Parle 
Lake 
Lake of the Woods 
LeSueu:r 
Lincoln 
Lyon 
McLeod 

DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF BY COUNTY, 195ij AND 1955 

1955 

1, 8):?5 

7 
10 
80 
29 

2 
10 
11 
18 
24 

4 
27 

3 
6 

34 
9 
2 

12 
21 
Hi 
16 
16 
11 

5 
16 
37 

1 
473 

6 
10 

3 
34 

3 
3 
3 
9 

16 
5 

20 
1 
6 
2 

22 
15 

1954 

2,051 

45 
21 
27 
27 

3 
8 

15 
25 
34 

3 
33 

4 
4 

42 
7 
2 
4 

83 
31 

4 
12 
10 

8 
13 
27 

1 
565 

2 
2 
4 

30 
7 
4 
7 
2 

22 
4 
9 
6 

14 
1 

21 
9 

- 39 -

County 

Mahnomen 
Marshall 
Martin 
Meeker 
Mille Lacs 
Morrison 
Mower 
Murray 
Nicollet 
Nobles 
Norman 
Olmsted 
Otter Tail 
Pennington 
Pine 
Pipestone 
Polk 
lope 
Ramsey 
Red Lake 
Redwood 
Renville 
Rice 
Rock 
Roseau 
St. Louis 
Scott 
Sherburne 
Sibley 
Stearns 
Steele 
St.evens 
Swift 
Todd 
Traverse 
Wabasha 
Wadena 
Waseca 
Washington 
Watonwan 
Wilkin 
Winona 
Wright 
Yellow Medicine 

1955 

13 

10 
11 

4 
6 

11 
15 
1 
3 

14 
2 

28 
22 
7 

10 
4 

16 
10 

252 
4 

12 
4 

20 
1 
3 

122 
8 

12 

9 
5 
4 

17 
1 

22 
4 

10 
30 

3 
6 

20 
8 

1954 

5 

10 
6 
8 

11 
23 
19 

2 
4 

11 
8 

38 
27 
3 

14 
3 

14 

272 
3 
3 
9 

16 
fi 
4 

165 
14 
18 

5 
31 
13 

5 
3 

20 
5 
8 
2 
8 

29 
12 

5 
17 
21 

5 


